A RUNAWAY SESSION                                      241
bill the Senate refused to consider, and so there was nothing to confer
on in that quarter. Conciliation finally triumphed in the small hours
of the morning, when the Senate asked a conference to consult with
the House despite the fact that the House had "departed from the proper
parliamentary usages and method of transacting business."
About seven A.M. on March 4 the House consented to conference; and
it adjourned for breakfast shortly after, to resume at nine. At eleven
o'clock the conferees came back with a recommendation that the original
House bill be accepted, neither House waiving "any constitutional right
which they may respectively consider to belong to them.'* This the
House accepted, and the word was hurried to the Senate; there were
only forty-five minutes of the session left.
The Senate had been dawdling through the night waiting for the
House to act on the civil bill and the Post Office conference proposal.
It recessed at four-thirty until five o'clock, at five subject to call, at six
until six-thirty, and then at six-thirty until nine. Shortly after they
resumed at nine o'clock the civil bill was checked and back. Hunter
was so relieved that the loan provision had been accepted and so appre-
hensive that, if the Senate refused to concur in the House treatment of
the many amendments, the House would refuse conference and the
bill be lost, that he urged the Senate to accept the bad medicine for the
sake of the loan. After much debate and many roll calls for the record,
the Senate concurred, and the civil bill was passed just in time for final
engrossment. The Treasury was saved.9
More dallying and routine filled up the Senate's morning until
eleven-twenty, when the news of the House acceptance of the Post
Office conference report arrived. The Senate then learned that its confer-
ees had accepted the House bill without the Senate amendments in return
for a proviso that neither house waived any rights. The wrath of certain
Senators overflowed. Toombs of Georgia denounced this surrender
and was followed by the milder-mannered Bayard. They talked the
bill to death, and in so doing spoke words which should have roused
apprehension. They declared that the Senate was the stronghold of
the South; if the House representing the population of the nation and
thus favoring the faster-growing sections ever got the power to dictate
to the upper body, it would destroy the ability of the South to protect
itself. As Bayard put it, "the form of this Government [is] a mixed